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Fast Forward

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 47

developed and digital disk recorders
became smaller and more cost-effective,
we went looking for an affordable and
rugged DVR. We decided on the Omega
Deck built by Fast Forward.video.

The feature set, low cost, availability
~nd the fact that Fast FoIWard is a local
manufacturer was a perfect fit for our
application. We currently own eight sin-..
gle-channelOmega Decks and use them
instead of larger, bulkier studioVfRs.

Because we're using a single-chan-
nel DVR, we can set up 'the entire
deck's record and playback parameters
from the front-panel touchscreen. We
currentlyus~ both the composite and
component video I/O and are upgrad-
ing'to$Dt in and,out'.for even better,

image quality.

USER-SELECTABLE
Fast Forward sells the Omega Deck

Without hard drives, allowing the ~nd
\lSer to select the appropriate speed
and capacity requiredfO)itheir applica"
lion. Our decks are configured with 18
GB Seagate Barracudas, which allow for
about 60 minutes of Beta SF quality
video with two channels ofaudio.

Besides the front-panel'sfull deck
eontrolsandjog/shuttle wheel, we are
using RS-422 controllers to operate the
decks and perform gang starts. NewFC
control software from Fast Forward
allows us to take a laptop out with the
deck and record, play back and log
clips very easily We can build multiple
custom playlists, trim in and out
points, loop clips, set multiple cu~
points and control slo-mo features.

Playback Technologies sets up all the Omega's pa,

For "Sports Night," all script-specific

video clips are preloaded onto an

Omega Deck. Using the PC control soft-

ware allows us toeasi.ly hit .very tight

and.repeatable~uesWith zerop.r~roll.".
We also get clean head and tail freezec. ..
framesabd instant re-sets.. The assistant

director;s.love not having to wait for tape

to rectie while the rest oIthe cast and

creware ready for another take.

The Fast Forward Omega Decks have

worked out yery well for us. The after-

market support has been good and Fast

Forward has always been interested in

our feedback about the decks. We are

continuing to educate our clients about

"ameters via the front.panel touch screen.

the creative flexibility, improved image

quality and timesavings that non-linear

playback can pro\'ide..

SteyeIrwin fo~~ded,?layback
Technologies Inc. I5years ago to service

the motion picture and television p.roduc-

tion industry with on-set, 24-ftame video

and computer playback. Steve Can be

reached at 818-556-5030 or

Steve I @playbac kt ech .co m.

The opinions above are the author's

alone. For more information, contact

Fast Forward Video (949-852-8404,

www.ffv.com), or circle Reader

Service 187.


